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XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
Department of Modern Languages 
American Sign Language ASLN 201 01 
The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus. 
 
Instructor: ALPHONSE Kiombo Nsumbu  
E-mail: nsumbuk@xavier.edu 
Text: 5132562083 
Office Hours: by appointment only 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:  VISTA Signing Naturally level 2, Student Workbook and Videotext by 
Smith, Lentz and Mikos. (1992) Dawn Sign Press. 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
This is a second level course in the visual, gesture language of American Sign Language (ASL).  
This course is designed to offer an overview of linguistic, cultural, and sociolinguistic 
information pertaining to ASL.  This course will provide students with knowledge of basic signs 
used in a daily life in order to help students: 
 
1. Develop use of signs in context, fingerspelling techniques and number sign skills. 
2. Use signs, numbers and fingerspelling in meaningful ASL. 
3. Have experience in both expressive and receptive communication modes. 
4. Learn the linguistic and cultural material in the course readings and class presentation. 
 
Office Hours/E-mail: 
If you have any concerns about your grade, progress or do not understand presented material, 
please make an appointment to see me to discuss and/or send me an e-mail. I will respond to 
your emails within 48 hours. When you email the instructor, please include inquiry, your class 
and day in subject line.  Ex (presentation, 201 Wed 6:30). If there is an emergency situation that 
warrants the need to cancel class, I will send an e-mail to you.  
 
Voice and Classroom Etiquette 
Use of voice in the classroom is not permitted. Each of you is to abide by the rule. If you want to 
talk to the teacher or your fellow students, please use sign language. Points will be reduced for 
voicing in class. You are not allowed to use your cellular phone. Your device must be turned off 
before you enter the classroom. If there is an emergency situation that requires you to use your 
phone, please excuse yourself from the classroom in order to do so. You are expected to conduct 
yourself in a manner, which demonstrates respect for the Deaf culture, instructor, and fellow 
classmates.    
 
Attendance   
Attendance is compulsory. Attending all classes is a key to successfully improving your 
expressive and receptive American Sign Language skills. You are allowed to miss only 3 classes 
(excused or unexcused). If you miss more than 3 classes for whatever reason, your final grade 
will be affected. With excessive absences, you will automatically receive a failing grade for the 
entire course. Arriving late and leaving early are not accepted because they are disruptive to 
class. Two late arrivals/early departures will equal one absence. 25 points will be taken off from 
your attendance for each additional absence  
 
Tests  
There are NO make-up tests.  You will take 3 tests and your lowest grade of the three will be 
dropped resulting in the final grade calculation that reflects the two high test scores. Each test is 
worth 75 points.  
  
Typed assignments   
When you are to turn in these typed assignments, please use the following standard: Times New 
Roman, font 12, one inch margins.  1-1 1/2 pages Points will be deducted for not adhering to the 
standard. All assignments must be handed to the instructor on the due dates. 25% will be taken 
off for turning in all assignments late. 
 
Deaf Event    
You are to attend one activity in the Deaf Community, not just an interpreted event. You should 
interact with the Deaf people.  My recommendation is to attend a silent dinner at an area mall on 
the 1st Friday of the month.  After attending the event, type a 2 page reaction paper. When you 
meet a Deaf person, ask the following questions: What is the onset of her/his deafness? Does/did 
she/he attend a mainstream or deaf school? Any challenges in a school or workplace? How does 
she/he communicate with friends and family? What language he/she uses to communicate? You 
can ask as many questions as possible. You will also include in your paper how easy it is that 
you communicate with a Deaf person and explain about anything you find significant with this 
Deaf person. PLEASE write your paper in an essay format. Please attach the signature of a Deaf 
person, not an interpreter. You will receive 0 points for not attaching the signature. I will update 
you on events as I become aware of them. This website will tell you the most up to date 
events.  www.deaftattletale.weebly.com 
 
Community Forum 
You are required to attend one community forum on campus. Forums will consist of members of 
the Deaf community discussing topics related to the field of Deaf studies. The forum will take 
place on Wednesday October 23rd. There will be 2 different sessions on that day, one at 4pm 
and one at 6pm. You must attend one session at your convenient time. After attending the forum, 
you must write a two page reflection paper on the experience. The community forum is worth 75 
points. 
 
Deaf Lab  
You have the opportunity to work with Steve in the Deaf lab on the XU campus. This is an 
important part of your understanding of how ASL is used.  I will let you know where the lab will 
be as soon as the location, times and days are assigned. You are required to attend 4 hours of the 
Deaf Lab.  Deaf lab is worth 100 points.      
  
Book Report: 
Students are required to read one – three chapters of an approved book relating to the topic of 
deafness (30 page minimum).  You will type a 2 page report on the chapter of the book you read. 
The report should include a summary of the book, what the insights the student gained from the 
book about what it is like to be d/Deaf and how d/Deaf people are perceived, and whether or not 
you would recommend this book to a fellow classmate, family and friends and why.  Each 
student will read a different book. So please send an e-mail to the teacher if you have a book in 
mind.  Email the paper to the teacher and bring a hard copy to class.  When you turn in your 
paper, please use the following standard: Times New Roman, font 12, double spaced, one-inch 
margins.  Points will be deducted for not adhering to the standard. The book report is worth 50 
points. 
 
Your book report is to be written in proper American English, spell-checked, proofed, and must 
follow current written American English standards.  Points will be deducted for misspellings, 
grammatical errors.   
 
Workbook:  
You are required to read assigned materials and complete video workbook exercises (Units 13, 
14, 15).  Workbook assignments MUST be completed prior to attending the class (see 
assignments due on class schedule).  Workbook is worth 30 points. 25% will be reduced for 
turning in workbook late.  
 
Manual Exams: 
You are required to complete a Manual Exam with the instructor. Manual Exams will be done in 
a group of 3 students. More information will be provided in class. The Manual Exam is worth 50 
points. 
  
Receptive Written Exam 
Exam questions will be based on previous tests, cultural and linguistic information and class 
discussion.  The professor will sign and student will write the answers. The written portion of the 
final is worth 150 points.  
  
COURSE EVALUATION 
Attendance      50   points 
Deaf Event     75   points 
Community Forum    75   points 
Book report     50   points 
Deaf Lab       100   points 
Deaf Joke Presentation   100   points 
Workbook Book     30   points 
Manual Exam       50   points 
Tests (2 at 100)    200   points 
Receptive Exam      100   points 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
TOTAL     830     points 
 
Grading: 
Your cumulative grade for the course will be calculated as follows: 
 
 
A  =  93 –100%   C = 73-76% 
A –   =  90 – 92%  C-    = 70-72% 
B+    =  87 – 89%   D+  = 67-69% 
B      =  83 – 86%    D     = 63-66% 
B –   =  80 – 82%   D-    = 60-62% 
C+    =  77 – 79%   F      = 0-59% 
  
 
ASL 201 Tentative Schedule    Due assignment  
 
AUG 26 Introductions, Syllabus 
 
AUG 28 Vocabulary Unit 13 PP.20-33 
 
SEPT 4 Fingerspelling & Numbers 
 
SEPT 9 Language in Practice PP.2-3 
 
SEPT 11 Dialogue: Around the House 
 
SEPT 16 Room Descriptions & Objects 
 
SEPT 18 Design your rooms 
 
SEPT 23 Lost shoe 
 
SEPT 25 Review     Book Report 
 
SEPT 30  Test 1 Unit 13 
 
OCT 2 Vocabulary Unit 14 pp.50-58  Workbook Due pp. 4-14 
 
OCT 9  Fingerspelling & Numbers 
 
OCT 14 Dialogue: Identify the alignment  
 
OCT  16 Complaining & making suggestions 
 
OCT 21 Asking Permission 
 
OCT 23 One Fine day 
   
OCT 28 Review 
 
OCT 30 Test 2 Unit 14  
 
NOV 4  Vocabulary Unit 15 pp.77-86   Workbook Due pp. 41-43 
    
NOV 6  Telling About Life Events    
   
NOV 9  Personal History 
 
NOV 11 Nationalities 
 
NOV 13 Family Nationalities & Dialogue 
 
NOV 18 The Immigrants: Possessive pronouns & Contrastive Structure 
 
NOV 20 Deaf Joke  
 
NOV 25 Review     Workbook Due pp. 65-72 
   
DEC 2   Test 3 Unit 15    Deaf Lab 
 
DEC 4  Review       
 
DEC 9  Final Exam 
 
DEC 11 Final Exam 
 
 
   
 
 
 
             
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
